BOOK VIII

The Birthpangs of Conversion

.() My God, in my thanksgiving I want to recall and confess your
nercies over me. Let my bones be penetrated by your love (Ps. 85: 1 3)
and say, ‘Lord who is like you?’ (P§. 34: 10). ‘You have broken my
chains, I will sacrifice to you the sacrifice of praise’ (Ps. 115: 16~17). I
will tell how you broke them. Let all who adore you say when they
hear these things: ‘Blessed is the Lord in heaven and in earth; great
and wonderful is his name’ (Ps. 71: 18-19; 134: 6).

Your words stuck fast in my heart and on all sides I was defended
by you. Of your eternal life I was certain, though I saw it ‘in an
enigma and as if in a mirror’ (1 Cor. 13: 12). All doubt had been
taken from me that there is indestructible substance from which
comes all substance. My desire was not to be more certain of you but
tobe more stable in you. But in my temporal life everything was in a
state of uncertainty, and my heart needed to be purified from the
old leaven (1 Cor. 5: 71f). I was attracted to the way, the Saviour
himself, but was still reluctant to go along its narrow paths. And you
Putinto my heart, and it seemed good in my sight (Ps. 18: 15), that
Ishould visit Simplicianus.! It was evident to me that he was a good
vant of yours; your grace shone in him. I had also heard that
rom his youth he had lived a life dedicated to you. By this time he
had become an old man, and after a long life of saintly Z‘f“] in
Pursuing your way he appeared to me a man of much experience
and mych learning. So indeed he was. Accordingly, I wanted to
“nsult with him about my troubles, so that he could propose a
Method fitted for someone in my disturbed condition, whereby I
“0uld learn 1o walk in your way.

((122 I'saw the Church full, with one go
wl ferent way.2 My secular activity I held in
ot b“ming with my old ambitions 1

ing this way, another a
disgust, and now that I
hope of honour and

o d died ¢.400; so he
W I Si.mpliCianus succeeded Ambrose as bishop chi Milan 0397 rch included
> still liVing when the Confessions were publishe ti-n ¢ means that the Chur i
bo or, 7: 7 (Ofman'ied and unmarricd). AUS'US 'ﬂ'erence fmm Mﬂnlchﬂs .
o Martied and unmarried believers (a marked di
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Q%_M nor m?.m: thanks’ (Rom. 1: 21).
recover my str ,znn mwME. right hand sustuined me'
y strength. For you said ro Mu m_mnﬂa me where I could

, n “Behold piety is wisdom’,
,Mmmm Mc 28: 28; Prov. 26: 5). ‘Those
ave been made foolish’ (Rom.

Mi
e Eci:i»"_na and was the senior priest
on grammar, rhetoric, ar Wwho embodied ¢he ; mmav:nr:cw%%q:o: in 374 was suddenly
to Latin readers o r.mm-zu Q-b_uﬂnd. tran wn._an_ of —:Nw_ i new gn.-:..m <mn~o_-_.==m‘ a
prologue to St uor:M b Porphyry ang w_»:.:w some of >o.: ture, writing (extant) books
conversion in his mzw.m-www."“_..usa could no”zacmn <mn31_.._“._wm.~.wzm,m logic, and presenting
a kind of Platonism for th 'S Writings on nE _.:_.zmnx,u Chri ad Neoplatonism into the
€ masses, hristian 53_9@.,.”_ n“ fellow-traveller. After

end to present the faith as

Victorinus 138

[ told him the story of my wanderings in error. But when |
r I had read some books of the Platonists, which had
" rranslated int0 Latin by Victorinus, at on¢ time rhetor in the
bee o who m.—»nw‘ 1 EQ heard, dieda n—.wag he OQ.—E—NE
e that 1 had not fallen in with the writings of other philosophers

s ‘according to the elements of this

full of fallacies and deception
all the Platonic books God and his

world’ (Col. 2: 8), whereas in
Then, to exhort me to the humility of Christ

Word keep slipping in.

hidden from the wise and revealed to babes (Matt. 11: 25) he

recalled his memory of Victorinus himself, whom be had known
he was at Rome. He told me a story about him

intimately when
which I will not pass over in silence. For the story gives occasion for

me to confess to you in great praise for your grace.
Victorinus was extremely learned and most expert in all the
liberal disciplines. He had read and assessed many philosophers’

ideas, and was tutor 10 numerous noble senators. To mark the

distinguished quality of his teaching he was offered and accepted 2
statue in the Roman forum, an honour which the citizens of this
world think supreme.* Until he was of advanced years, he was 2
worshipper of idols and took part in sacrilegious rites. At that time
almost all the Roman nobility was enthusiastic for the cult of Osiris®
and ‘Monstrous gods of every kind and Anubis the barking dog,
Monsters who once bore arms against Neptune and Venus and
against Minerva’ (Virgil, Aeneid 8. 698 £), gods that Rome once
conquered but then implored for aid. The old Victorinus had
defended these cults for many years with a voice terrifying to
opponents. Yet he was not ashamed to become the servant of your

Christ, and an infant born at your font, to bow his head to the yoke
h of the cross.’

of humility and to submit his forehead to the reproac
ome down, you

(4) Lord God, ‘you have inclined the heavens and ©
have touched the mountains and they have smoked’ (Ps. 143 51
By what ways did you make an opening into that heart? Simplicianus

* Jerome says the statue was in the Forum of Trajan.
y the translation above has a little manuscript

S The Latin text has a corruption here: :
m:_,u?—:r but cannot claim to cna_.ﬂas__.an _m».”. ﬂ WMMMW». the general scnse.
The si cs on the forehead I ‘
gn of the cro 2 10 mesn e }
them to the rue

" Augustine (Sermon on Ps. 143) interprets the ‘inclined heaven:
irc,isnsvocv_nin_—ana honour them as gods, humbly pointed Stk

God: the ‘mountains’ are the proud, and ‘smoke’ when , at God’s touch,

their sins (like Victorinus)-
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136 VIIL it ()-VIII. iii (3)

said Victorinus read holy scripture, and all th isti
investigated with special care. After nxmnmansmo _“_H._nmnmz bookg he
Simplicianus, not openly but in the privacy of Eonnmﬂ. _:“. m.»E to
know that I am already a Christian?” Simplicianus re %. U.a you
not believe that or count you among the Christians ::w o T shal
in the Church of Christ.” Victorinus laughed and mamwﬂ e
walls make Christians?” He used frequently to say ‘[ am ; .;o.s £
already’, and Simplicianus would give the same answer W OE..GQE_
n@c.w:.w often repeated his joke about walls. He was mm.wmm ke
_.__m. friends, proud devil-worshippers. He thought that Mo oend
:ﬂ_.mrﬂ of Babylonish dignity, as if from the cedars of MMN. he
M. n.nrrnrm_ Lord had not yet broken (Ps. 28: 5), the full wei wﬂo_ﬂ
».na”_.m Wm ity would land on him. But after his reading, he chnu ”.o
o cw_qmumrwmﬂ_,m“”“ _%. nﬂsﬂnmn. I_M was afraid he would be

i the holy ange > (Luke 12: g). He

HMMWMEWM%N%? grave crime if he were ashamed of EmvawﬂoMMM %
i nw.cE. Word and were not ashamed of the sacrilegious
et na_.oBoanmmBm:P whose pride he imitated when he accepted
rites and felt anm“.vnnﬁn mwwnﬂﬂ.a mw__..ﬁama ob s cmpiness of hase
said to Simplicianus (as he HM_.M :.ﬁmv.z M_Mn:_w e
want to become a Christian.” Simplic: et us go to the Church; I
- Simplicianus was unable to contain

the Lord God was the hope of his k at heart’ (Ps, 111: 10). But
vanities and lying follies’ (Ps, 39. mvmnnﬁ:ﬁ ‘he paid no regard to

me to
used to say that the presbyters cﬂﬂ.&«mﬂ_ mﬂ__.Wnn. Simplicianus
¢ opportunity of

affirming the creed in private

y 4S Was i

who felt embarrassed and afraid, By; rﬂwmm,n mcmss to offer to people
n:.ann

of his salvation before the h
_— : oly congregae: - Make profession
salvation in the rhetoric which he hag SMMNMP For Ennm was no
) Yet hig :
Profession of

é

137

i w much less should he cn. um..&n_ 5
__M ﬂm«: he used to feel no fear in using his
, jed pagans. When he mounted

words befor ession of faith, there was a murmur of
s to affirm the conf le who knew him spoke his name to

did not know him? A suppressed

ho there - "
one another. %MM Mﬁ lips of all as they _.n_an&. ‘Victorinus,

ﬁsa. nwmﬁo? soon as they saw him, they suddenly B:._.EE& in
<_nﬁ_ww= PE_ equally suddenly were silent in mon.nnnndga to hear
_n,ﬂ. He proclaimed his unfeigned faith with ringing assurance. ﬁ_
of nrna wanted to clasp him to E.nr. hearts, »:u. n.n hands wi

which they embraced him were their love and their joy.

Victorinus

iii (6) God of goodness, what causes man to .cu more delighted by
the salvation of a soul who is despaired of but is then liberated from
great danger than if there has always been hope or if the danger has
only been minor? You also, merciful Father, rejoice ‘more over onc

d no penitence’

ty-nine just persons who nee

penitent than over nine
re when we hear how

(Luke 15: 4). We too experience great pleasu
the shepherd’s shoulders exult when they carry the lost sheep, and

as we listen to the story of the drachma restored to your treasuries

while the neighbours rejoice with the woman who found it. Tears
house (Ps. 25: 8) when in

flow at the joy of the solemnities of your

your house the story is read of your younger son ‘who was dead and
is alive again, was lost and has been found’ (Luke 15: 32). You
rejoice indeed in us and in your angels who are holy in holy love.
You are always the same, and you always know unchangeably the
things which are not always the same.®

(7) What then is it in the soul which causes it to take more
Pleasure in things which it loves when they are found and recovered
than if it has always had them? There are other examples which
attest this fact, and everyday life is full of instances where the
nSn.o:on cries out: “That is the case.” A victorious emperor celebrates
a triumph. He would not have conquered if he had not fought. The

greater the danger in the battle, the greater the joy in the triumph.

A storm throws people about on a voyage and threatens shipwreck.

All grow pale at the imminence of death. Sky and sea become calm,

and the relief is great because the fear has been great. A dear

' It is a Neoplatonic axiom that the immutable and etcrnal deity knows mutsble and
temporal things with a transcendent and immutable knowing.
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138 VIIL iti ()-VIH. v (1)

person is sick, and his pulse reveals he is in as
4—5 imwmr him to recover his health fee] sick
E.sn. Te takes a turn for the better and, alth
M._E his former strength, yet now there is H_ww_wr»“_ M:an ot walk
nmo.an when he walked in good health and strength. H S not
obtain normal pleasures of human life not as E.m comn eins
unexpectedly and against our will, but after &mnon_mw_.mu whig
1&.::& and accepted by deliberate choice. There is no o are
mmnnm. and drinking unless they are preceded by the unp|
sensation of hunger and thirst. Drunkards eat salty thin, w fra
their .n_am_qn uncomfortable, As drinking extinguishes w_“..o MS.&S
n.::,n is delightful sensation. It is established custom that betr nmﬂzy
girls are not immediately handed over, lest the husband ro_m HMM

bride being given to him to be che e
apl :
after her, impatient at the deli, Ply gained if he has not sighed

.mzo.wm conditig Al
In mind at n—wo sam
e

v—nmw_ﬁ.ﬂ in

(8) The same phenomenon a ears in i i
and axn.o_.m_u_n. in acts which E.%M:oﬁ& MMMM _HWMM_: “MM@M“HW "
expressions of honourable friendship, and in the _numn of the oMmM
—Ero was dead and is mEm again, was lost and is found’ (Luke 15: 32)
n every case m:.w JOy 1s greater, the worse the pain which :mm“
preceded it. Why is this, Lord my God? You are eternal to yourself,
wwmqm.m.mmw, oc;«:v uwc.ﬁ w.:wr com:%m round you continually rejoice Ev
A Is it that this part o i
cn@nn: regress and progress, cozawn r%m_mﬁ “Muﬁ“ﬂ:%ﬂﬂwhw
Oris H,E: a restriction placed on them, a limit you have i a.
i_.uns from the highest heaven’ (Ps. r12: 4) down to .”LE__uOmn m
things on earth, from the beginning to the end of the ages nm_.oa“.uwm:
angel down to a worm, from the first movement mcsﬁm t ,E last
you have assigned to its proper place and time all ki % of good
things and all your just works? nds of good
You are so high among the high
lowest, a mean thing. %cﬂ :nﬁ..mwh m““zwwm?_oqﬂacwcﬂ ik ol
difficulty in returning to you. o 6w T

iv(9) Come Lord, stir us up and call us b i .

our fire and our sweetness. Let us love, let “M_w:_”__:m__m. M__a seize us, be

to you from a deeper hell of blindness than Victorinus .WrE»Sw return

and are illuminated as they receive light. Those .s: ey m_uvm.oun.r

obtain from you ‘power to become your sons’ (Johp ;. oo __.nmvnnm nﬂ _”.
9 12). Buti

Victorinus 139

to the people, there is less rejoicing over
oy are 165 well rm“”“:iro know them. When many share in the
the} * en among | a richer delight. They kindle excitement

fee
elves and are inflamed by one another. Then those
thems'

p:»a_.wonm::mcnso»ssm&m
g S%ﬁmdwaﬂdnﬂm.ﬂ ,S.M_ mm_oé. That is why on their
: érm_”wmﬁ sw—__o ru“a preceded them feel great joy; for their
: em.
reoicing mon_mw_ wrwnw”: your tabernacle the rich be preferred to
But God Hﬂ.m noble to those of low origin. You have chosen in
i 39 weak things of the world to confound the powerful,
E&naanm <M. chosen the low of this world and things that are
pi .mw_m E“u things which have no existence as if they had being, to
MMM“S nothing things which have being. (1 Cor. 1: 27f). Yet the
very same Writer, the least of your apostles (1 Cor. 15: g), by whose
tongue you uttered those words, was the person who by combat
humbled the pride of Paul the proconsul E_g.o.. .nrn gentle yoke of
your Christ, and commissioned him as a E@Sbﬁ& governor of BM
great king (Acts 13: 7—12). Thereafter he himself, formerty name
Saul, loved to be called Paul as a reminder of that great victory.
The enemy suffers a severer defeat when he is overcome in a man
upon whom he has a greater hold and by whose E_Fasnn he
dominates many. Pride in aristocratic nobility enables him to ro.E
sway especially over the upper class, and by their title and authority
he dominates many more. Special pleasure, therefore, was felt at
the conversion of Victorinus’ heart in which the devil had an
impregnable fortress, and of Victorinus’ tongue which he had used
as a mighty and sharp dart to destroy many. Your children had good
reason to rejoice the more jubilantly because our king had vo:.na
the strong man (Matt. 12: 29), and they saw his vessels being
snatched away to be cleaned and made fit for your honour to be
‘useful to the Lord for every good work’ (2 Tim. 2: 21).
rvant Simplicianus told me E_m story
about Victorinus, I was ardent to follow his example. He @»a Em.m&
told it to me with this object in view. Later on, he added, in S.M M.En
of the emperor Julian when a law was promulgated forbidding

Christians to teach literature and chetoric,® Victorinus welcomed

d on the presupposition Amrn_..oh.« by puritan
meuwﬂoqnmwmca are indissoluble. Christians such as

v (10) As soon as your se

* Julian’s edict of 17 June 362

Christians) that pagan literature an

Scanned by CamScanner



140 VIIL v (10)-VIIL vi (13)

the law and preferred to abandon the school of o
qmﬂro_. than your word, by which you make ‘skilled
infants’ (Wisd. 10: 21). I felt that he was not so much ¢

fortunate to find occasion for dedicating OUrageoys as

all his 4 .
after such freedom, but was bound n | ime to you, Isigheg

oncmz. .
anyone else but by the iron of my own oaowo ! %wﬂ:aﬂﬁwmﬂaag
ad g

grip on my will and so made a chain for me t
. 0 hold me a py
H:o.oonmanm_n.:na of a distorted will is passion. By mwwm””w:mq.
m»mm_on, habit _w._,o_.B&u and habit to which there js no resj Ha .
nnﬂ_:am necessity. By these links, as it were, connected M:M:S
wwwﬁmﬁﬁ.%wnm my :."mn: a r“”__&:v. a harsh bondage held me E_n_Mw
- 1€ new will, which was beginning to be with;
H : e within me 2 wj
0 serve you freely and to €noy you, God, the only sure moc_.wu%

3 ]

which had the stren f . )
other new, one nmgm_ar m“un Mﬂnwﬂc_.ﬁ.mo my two wills, one old, the

piritual, were in conflict with one

quacious ch,

nnzs
50 ﬂo_._wdnm cmm.

the fleshy’ ) gainst the spirit and the spirit gains
in Emwmsru%_u% mwv”wwnm Mm_ms%___ﬂmcogng them, but Bomw M. hn immn
the latter case it was ‘ng Eowwn_, than in that which | disapproved. In

R uncertain, B

sure a i ’

v bout it. Yet I Was still bound dow, w Now I was indeed quite
ecome your soldier,' and J yqq as O the earth, | wag refusing

Gregory of Nazianzus res
it mrm.:_n_ be condemned
maw_:& Prohaeresius declined t0 ac:

like Victorinus at Rome, g
edict an act of persecutin,

e : i

; Pt the w_,u..mmnn.”m Bracefy], >.§m§=55 thotight

resigned. Augustine himgejy (.o EFanted hip b s

10 g intolerance, elf (Ciyy o God 18 o3y Julian and,
9 i ka

nn_mﬁwoﬂ ..ﬂa..u,c__._»uu on (AD 200), Latin Christiang g g
stment in Christ’s army by an oath (sacr, Spoke Of baptis ;

(exillum, signum) and the sign of the cross cu“qﬂﬂ.::v. With —

th tary terms
e _.a_.nraan_. 3 Cross as as

the standard

141
Decision Deferre | ~
rid weighed me down with nn mimwmm

en of e during sleep- The thou
ke the efforts of &own who
deep sleep »E_.w_:w back

ke. Yet often a man defers

tter to be awd oy with slumber. Although

is li e hea
off sleep when his __.vanm_.no e it longer, even when

shaking imself he is glad to 12 sure it was

m%_%nwo,mwcﬂﬁwm arrived. In this _Ea_ owm way 1 “M»M,_:a: der 0
. —-—.H. -

the time myself up to YO ! e in_»w pleasant to think

r for me 10 render

NM" M§ cupidity. But Ma::a the mﬂnﬂrwn_mznn was more pleasant and
about and had my notional assent, when you said to me

er to make to you . .
e Mﬁ_uawwwﬂmm from the dead, and Christ shall give

i howed that what
Though at every point you s
uwh I, convinced by that truth, rn.m .HM”
rely slow and sleepy words:

overcame me. 1
‘Arise, you who are 2
you light’ (Eph. 5: 1 4).
you were saying was Q:m,v e
answer to give you €xc .
once'—‘But presently’—Just 2 little _..u_.amm? e w il oowe,
at once’ never came to the point of decision, and ‘Ju

. .d:rﬁmm:wo&.
please’ went on and on for 2 long while. In vain ! ..Ms ma members

law in respect of the inward man; but another law inm
fought »mmwnmﬁ the law of my mind and led me captive E*.E.n _wmi .MM
sin which was in my members’ (Rom. 7: 22). A.,rn ._»ﬂ. o m_M g
violence of habit by which even the unwilling mind is dragged do ;
and held, as it deserves to be, since by its own choice _.R slipped into
the habit. ‘Wretched man that I was, who would deliver me from
this body of death other than your grace through Jesus Christ our
Lord? (Rom. 7: 24-5).

Vi(13) Lord, my helper and redeemer, I will now tell the story, M“a
confess to your name, of the way in which you delivered me from the
chain of sexual desire, by which I was tightly _uocsn_u Eﬁ from the
slavery of worldly affairs. [ went about my usual routine in a state of
mental anxiety. Every day 1 sighed after you. I :wn&. to frequent your
Church whenever 1 had time off from m..n affairs under d..&Om.n
weight | was groaning. With me was Alypius, ::nEEowa.a. in w.-_m
Work as a lawyer after a third vn_._o.m as »mm.nmmo_..ﬁa. waiting for
someone else to whom he could again sell Fm advice, just m.m I was
selling the art of public speaking—if oratory 1s something that can

please’. But ‘At once,
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be conveyed b i :
v..am:_.nﬂcm EM Mn.mmno_“: m“ van&cmv however, 1, d v
Verecundus i m. ip with us and was 8 Sn_anf
St 5, a close friend to all of ys assistant 1, 0 the
tructor in literature there. » 4 citizen of ) cher ¢
_.oruzaumamﬂgnn,msm E:.m ilap ang

Verecundus

was in

ght of friendship clgmo. "

group the supply he badly wanted. m“.:%”mwﬂ. _.“M& x
fus Our

p claimeg
to this work by desire f; ik
or th . was
have made more money on € profits; for had he so #Wrﬂw_ﬂ Attractey

his own h
as teacher of )i » 1€ coyly
iterature, |
. n s»m

Ponticianus 143
in a state of surprise, W€ because .cm the
he because W€ had not heard about it.
hi tion moved on to speak of the flocks
m ther€ B 1 eir manner of life well pleasing to you mﬂ@
Of these we knew nothing.

) i the
full of ood brothers at Milan o:ﬁ_n.ﬂn
. ’ and we had not known of it. He

d the theme and talked on ai.&n we listened with M”MM

en it occurred to him tO mention how he uma nr“.eawnnm by
colleagues (the date I do not know but it was at Trier), M
eror was detained by a circus spectacle in the forenoon, wen
Mﬁﬂoﬂ a walk in the gardens adjacent to the 4».?.. There they
strolled in couples, one as it turned out with wcnwngnm. ﬁ.g other
two separately wandering off on their own. In 9.9_. wanderings they
rtain house where there lived some of your

happened on a €€
e kingdom of heaven’ (Matt. 5: 3)-

servants, poor in spirit: ‘of such is the
book in which was written the Life of Antony."
fire, and

They found there a

One of them began to read it. He was amazed and set on

during his reading began to think of taking up this way of life and of

leaving his secular post in the civil service to be your servant. For
branch.”? Suddenly he was filled

E.Q were agents in the special
with holy love and sobering shame. Angry with himself, he turned

his eyes on his friend and said to him: “Tell me, | beg of you, what
do we hope to achieve with all our labours? What is our aim in life?
What is the motive of our service to the state? Can we hope for any
higher office in the palace than to be Friends of the Emperor? And
in that position what is not fragile and full of dangers? How many
hazards must one risk to attain to a position of even greater danger?

And when will we arrive there? Whereas, if I wish to become God’s

fri ; .
Tiend, in an instant | may become that now.” So he spoke, and in

n P
ik _wmss_”é s Life by Athanasius of Alexandria was translated into Latin by Evagrius
B \._oa » a friend of Jerome, about 371; an earlier version was also in circulation.
a E.n,ﬂ«.a.a in rebus were an inspectorate of the imperial bureaucracy, sometimes used
Offo igence gatherers and secret police, but mainly responsible to the Master of the
c?rnm (who was among other things head of the intelligence service) for the operation
52:» cursus publicus or government communications system. Promotion in this depart-
the mnoc_a wm»m_ as high as a provincial m@.n:..cnmzv. though this was rare. ‘Friends of
off mperor® were not 2 branch of the civil service, but honoured individuals in high
ce; in the later Roman Empire all high office holders were vulnerable to palace

r h P
evolutions and conspiracies.
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pain at the coming to birth of new life
book’s pages. He read on and S_Gaam
4_5_.@ you alone could see and, as wa
itself of the world. Indeed, as he read
%ﬂa:Ewg_nE ram_Bm‘onm of his heart, there were M%n and over ;.
wher BM %WM:»%WQ _MsE E.:._wn_n But then he vo_.nn?mna.soagg
1 oc mad MO a %n_m.uon to follow the better cours € chojce
are Ww urs, an mm_m to his friend: ‘As for myself, | h o was
Y from our ambition, and have decided to se s e
propose to start doing that from this hour in this .._<n Ooa.. and
wmc M.o ::._nr to follow my example, do not turn % g e
; end replied that he would join him and be a5 e e His
or such great reward and for )  ed with iy

| ar great a service.
already yours, were building their tower at the right owwﬁ_ow M”.MMM__.
g

all their :
and his Nwo%m MQ.E& following you (Luke 14: 28). Then Pontician
garden in mmM. H__“Ew e willing through other parts of n“_m
them, m:mmnmzmm 0 EQ.P came to the same place and, on m:&..n
o g _.M_Mcnznw r.cSm since the daylight had m:.a&w
how this m:ﬂms.moﬁw ey told him of their decision and purpose, and
begged the om.nwm .wnmmnm:mm and had become a firm resolve. ‘.E_Q
ot to obstruct the 1 wmw did not wish to be associated with them
change from thej M. Fonticianus and his friend however, did :om
eir old career; nevertheless, as ?w.BE us, mW_Q wept

for themselves. The
. y offe ir fri
and commended Enamn?mmgﬁ their fiiends devout congramlafions

hearts along the 0 their prayers. Then, dragging thei
ground, th . y gging their
fixed their hearts on rﬂ:a.w went off into the palace. The others

fiancées. : and stayed at th
o ces .S?m: later their fiancées heard thi ¢ house. wc& had
eir virginity to you, 1s, they also dedicated

vii (16) This was the
speaking, Lord, You turned .
me up from behind my o:@ attention back to myself. You took

. . i:rmor
because I did not wish to observe meﬁwﬁm.mm Hnw.»n“ ww_unmm Ewmn_w
- 20: 13), and you se

me before my face (Ps. 4q.
. * 49: 21) 50 that |
how twisted and filthy, Covered in soreg M”M_“__MMMM _wcs. %“m_— Muw
.'* And I looke

and was appalled, but there v
’ as no eem.u\ Om.nmnb i
: Ping from myself. If |

he r

:9&,”: med his gye to

S s Conversion inw, the
oon evident, his m; ardly

and turned ¢ Ind rig

3 m wu —mﬁ—._ ca, ) I, O
] I
Cho o € € Irq 2, 30. 1.

Chastity but not yet 145

aced me in front of myself; you thrust me

that I should discover my iniquity and hate
myself, refused to admit it, and

gain pl
yes SO ]
. but deceived

ardent my affection for those
of whom I was hearing, who for the soul’s health had
selves wholly to you for r».»::m. En. more was the
detestation and hatred I felt for myself in comparison a.sﬂr mraa.
nn ars of my life had passed by-—about twelve—since mn my
N I had read Cicero’s Hortensius, and had been

) th year :
nineteent ¥ r wisdom. But although I came to despise earthly

stirred to a € ; : it i
mcnnomm‘_vcﬂom. giving time to the quest for wisdom. For “it is not

the discovery but the mere search for wisdom which &mo:_n_ be
preferred even to the discovery of treasures and to Erm__m over
nations and to the physical delights available to me ata :o.m. Butl
was an unhappy young man, wretched as at the wamSEbm of my
adolescence when 1 prayed you for chastity and said: .ﬂ:.um: me
chastity and continence, but not yet.” I was um..&a you might hear
my prayer quickly, and that you might too rapidly heal me of the
disease of lust which I preferred to satisfy rather than suppress.
I had gone along ‘evil ways’ (Ecclus. 2: 10) with a sacrilegious
superstition, not indeed because I felt sure of its truth ccﬂ.vonu__.wa I
preferred it to the alternatives, which I did not investigate 1n a
devout spirit but opposed in an attitude of hostility.
(18) 1 supposed that the reason for my postponing ‘from day to
day’ (Ecclus. 5: 8) the moment when I would despise 481&%
ambition and follow you was that I had not seen any certainty by
which to direct my course. But the day had now come when I stood
naked to myself, and my conscience complained against me: ‘Where
is your tongue? You were saying that, because the truth is ::nmn.u:._.
you do not want to abandon the burden of futility. But look, it 1s
certain now, and the burden still presses on you. Yet wings are won
by the freer shoulders of men who have not been exhausted .g their
searching and have not taken ten years or more to meditate on
these matters.’ This is how I was gnawing at my m::m_. mnmm. I was
violently overcome bya fearful sense of shame during the time that

at moment the more

given them:

4 A quotation or at least parsphrase of icero (Hortensiss, fragmens 106 Grill). Cf.

XIL i (1) below.
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gl VIIL vii (18)-VIII. ix (2y)

Ponticianus was telling his story. When he hag .

settled the matter for which he came, he went home us% talk gpq
to myself. What accusations against myself did | ey ._ sh»m lefy
what verbal rods did I not scourge my soul so that it sh_q_.w. With
me in my attempt to go after you! But my soul hung 1, folloy,
refused, and had no excuse to offer. The arguments were e x_hor It
and all had been refuted. The only thing left to it wag mﬁan_
trembling, and as if it were facing death it was terrified of m: e
restrained from the treadmill of habit by which it suffered .mmn_n”sm
unto death’ (John 11: 4). ci8

viii (19) Then in the middle of that grand struggle j i
Tocma, which I had vehemently stirred up ﬁﬁrmwa Moww%nﬂ_wa
intimate chamber of my heart, distressed not only in mind e::“
appearance, I turned on Alypius and cried out:
us? What is this that you have heard? Uneduca
up and capturing heaven (Matt. 11: 12),
culture without any heart—see where we r

and Ewom. Is it because they are ahead of us that we are ashamed to
follow? Do we feel no shame at making not even an attempt to

follow?” That is the gist of what I said, and the heat of my passion

mocx my attention away from him as he contemplated my condition

in astonished silence. For I sounded very strange. My uttered

words said less about the state of my mind than my forehead,
cheeks, eyes, colour, and tone of voice,

Our lodging had a garden. We had )
entire house, for our host, the ¢ 2d the use of it as well as of the

wher of K
there. The tumult of my heart rp ¢, 10USE, was not living

i OOW me out i
no one could interfere with the tinto the garden where

burning struggle with myself in
which I was engaged, until the mag g ggle with myse
but I did not, what the outcome er could be settled. You knew,

ended h

‘What is wrong with
ted people are rising
and we with our high
oll in the mud of flesh

agony of death I was coming to EMnHo ﬁmzm health, Eﬁ in the
unaware how well I was soon to be, So Ty né»zw how ill I was,
Alypius followed me step after step. A] tho, Maroﬁ into the garden.
no intrusion on my solitude. How coy)q _._nm N € was present, I felt
state? We sat down as far as we coy| p F:” Eio:.Em in such a
deeply disturbed in spirit, angry with ip &m.snn.%a buildings. 1 was
was not entering into my pact and Covenang M and distress that I
when all my bones (Ps. 34: 10) were oryi With yoy, my God,

n|
B out thyy | should enter

In a Milan Garden 147

exalting it to heaven with praises. But mw reach that

into it and were does not use ships or chariots or feet."” It was not
jestination 0¢ stance | had come from the house to

to go the di s ;
mn_.w mma.mnm The one necessary condition, which meant
wer :
where wé

ivi have the will to
: ¢ once arriving there, was to haw
not only mo_mmowww ME" the will was strong and ::.n:mrm&, not the
mc\.ﬁqosﬂwaﬁg.mm:m first this way, then that, of a will rw:..ﬂ.owma&,
ggling with one part rising up and the other part falling down.
stru

even neces

i itati de many physical
i the agony of hesitation I made man i

ﬁoﬂ:%—ﬂwﬁnﬁ?g men make when they want to achieve .SEnm_mEm
mwm jack the strength, either because EQ lack the »8.5_ r.B_E or
NnﬁEma their limbs are fettered with chains or weak with sickness

ore my hair, if | struck my forehead,

in some way hindered. If It ]
m_.__w_nwnném:& my fingers and clasped my knee, I did that because

to do so was my will. But I could have willed this and Ea“.. %.mﬂ MMM«
it if my limbs had not possessed the power to obey. So I di . um
actions in which the will to act was not equalled by En. vcin._.. e ;
was not doing what with an incomparably greater longing I yearne
to do, and could have done the moment Iso aomc_swa. For as soon
as I had the will, I would have had a wholehearted E:.. At n_:m vow_:
the power to act is identical with the will. ,ﬂ:w willing itself ‘mrum
performative of the action. Nevertheless, it did not rmvvmn.zavn
body obeyed the slightest inclination of the soul to move the lim! M
at its pleasure more easily than the soul obeyed ﬁn_.n when i
supreme desire could be achieved exclusively by the will alone.

ix (21) What is the cause of this monstrous situation? Why is it the
case? May your mercy illuminate me as I ask if vanruvm. an answer nnwn“
be found in the hidden punishments and secret Bcc_wwcum EM

befall the sons of Adam? What causes this monstrous fact? and ‘;m
is it s0? The mind commands the body and is instantly obeyed. mm
mind commands itself and meets resistance. The mind no.BB»n”r s
the hand to move, and it is so easy that one hardly Emn.nmﬁmumm,; e
order from its execution. Yet mind is mind, and hand .m.?.u&. M
mind orders the mind to will. The recipient of the a.z,n_n_. is _Gn,~m .<mm
it does not perform it. What causes this monstrosity msm i%ﬁo”ﬂa
this happen? Mind commands, I say, that it should will, an

15 Echo of Plotinus 1. 6. 8. 21.
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VIIT. ix 1)
. -V,
not give the command if it diq 11 x (24)

A
€S A *: . v

EE%&%% S_Q_onan
i ys to . nmmzmm
are light in the H;oa.nwmw._r You were at one MMMMHMQ wnrn ﬂdnr.>m

arkness, but now

.5:8).B i
)- But they wish to be light not in the

man coming j o Whoaie
ng into this worlg’ Uo m € ‘the true light illuminating every

Ermﬂ w‘o.: sa
U say and blush: ¢ D 1:9). Th :
mwn_mm will not blysh’ Qu.m Come to him ang canﬂ_mro.: Id give heed to
N my own case, a5 | 33: 6). tfuminated, and your

Inner Conflicts 149

that brought this about ‘but sin which
20), sin resulting from the punishment of
because 1 was a son of Adam.

..-.:: ’ QNOHB.. \-: 17
chosen Si,

s many contrary
there will be not two wills but many. If a

to the Manichees’ conventicle or

the theatre, they €TY* ‘Here are two natures, good one leads one
the other way. How otherwise explain the

(here are 2 natures as there are wills in
beset by indecision,
s deliberating whether to g0

to

2 bad on€ leads
opposition of two wills to one€ another?” But ] affirm that they are both
ting and the will to go t0 the

evil, both the will to attend their mee
heatre. They think that the intention to go along to them can only be
good. What then? If one of us Catholic Christians were deliberating

and, with two wills quarrelling with one another, fluctuated between
going to the theatre or 10 our Church, surely the Manichees would
be quite undecided what to say about that. Either they will have to
concede that to go to our Church is an act of good will, as is the
case with those worshippers who are initiated into its sacraments
and feel the obligation thereby imposed, or they will have to think
wo evil natures and two evil minds are in conflict within a singie
person. This argument will prove untrue their usual assertion that
one is good, the other bad. The alternative for them will be to be
8:.5_.8& to the true view and not to deny that in the process of
deliberation a single soul is wavering between different wills.

(24) Accordingly, when they note two wills in one person in
8.:?2 with each other, let them no more say that two conflicting
B..:am are derived from two rival substances, and that two conflicting
wM:o_v_mm are in contention, one good, the other evil. God of truth,
M_.M MM__anma: them and .nm?z.w and confound them. For both wills
hoisen csvoz someone is deliberating whether to kill a person by
o wanM ya w»mmnn ir.ﬁrﬂ. to encroach on one estate belonging
whethe, ”5 vn se or a different one, when he cannot do both;
o % r:w pleasure cw._mnrné or avariciously to keep his
on o «m . ether to go to the circus or the theatre if both are putting
e ﬂnn ormance on the same day, or (I add a third possibility) to
fotirth om another person’s ro:mm if occasion offers, or (I add a
u<m=m_u”€am3 to commit adultery if at the same time the chance is
o e. Suppose that all these choices are confronted at one
oment of time, and all are equally desired, yet they cannot all be
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.aosa &5::»:3:.&. They VI i (27)

ak ¢
oBv_nMw_ﬁ I was now only a little bit
» Lord, put pressure on me in my

17 . e
s _Wx_ﬂWm—u Aeneid 5. 547
ersius’ fifth satire (o
up his mj re (quoted
Anthology 1rc™s, but returns on below v, xj
D10gY (5. 24) concerns 3 [gyer . first 4 )) Portra
but his will has not the m:.n» wm“a_. Whose ncﬂun& (5. .mﬁﬁ)n lover whe swears to give
ngth. mn..aznni + An epj . 0 gv
»:..m_._qum.:_:a..mﬁ_.nmr

im o q
fly from his mistress

Lady Continence 151

hed the moment of time when I would
er the horror of it struck me. But it did
but left me in a state of

earer approac

rent, the great
back nor turn me away,

suspense: ;
Vain trifles and the triviality of the empty-headed, my old
(26) held me back. They tugged at the garment of my flesh and
ing rid of us?’ And ‘from this moment we

‘Are you getl
for ever and ever’. And ‘from this

be with you again, not
and that are forbidden to you for ever and ever.” What

they were suggesting in what I have called ‘this and that'—what
they were suggesting, my God, may your mercy avert from the soul
of your servant! What filth, what disgraceful things they were
suggesting! I was listening to them with much less than half my
attention. They were not frankly confronting me face to face on the
road, but as it were whispering behind my back, as if they were
furtively tugging at me as I was going away, trying to persuade me
to look back. Nevertheless they held me back. I hesitated to detach
myself, to be rid of them, to make the leap to where I was being
called. Meanwhile the overwhelming force of habit was saying to
me: ‘Do you think you can live without them?’

(27) Nevertheless it was now putting the question very half-
heartedly. For from that direction where I had set my face and
towards which I was afraid to move, there appeared the dignified and
n_s.mﬂ.n Lady Continence, serene and cheerful without coquetry,
enticing me in an honourable manner to come and not to hesitate. To
receive and embrace me she stretched out pious hands, filled with
numerous good examples for me to follow. There were large numbers
aw boys and girls, a multitude of all ages, young adults and grave
wﬁaoim and elderly virgins. In every one of them was Continence

erself, in no sense barren but ‘the fruitful mother of children’
ﬁum.. 112: g), the joys born of you, Lord, her husband. And she
Smiled on me with a smile of encouragement as if to say: ‘Are you
Incapable of doing what these men and women have done? Do you
think them capable of achieving this by their own resources and not
by the Lord their God? Their Lord God gave me to them. Why are

You relying on yourself, only to find yourself unreliable? Cast your-
t withdraw himself so

self upon him, do not be afraid. He will no
that you fall. Make the leap without anxiety; he will catch you and

—.—mmm %O-.—.u

loves,
whispered:
ghall never
moment this
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S presence put no SET .

(Ps. 50: 1 v my eyes, a sacri

s g s e el
you be angry to the ow long, O Lord? How long, Lord, wil
Iniquities.” (Ps. 6. 4). m,cna_o&.u Do not be mindful .om 9:w old
uttered wretched cries: .I_. I felt my past to have a grip on me. It
ncmuo:.os,..s ‘Why n 2. o«w long, how long is it to be?’ ﬁﬂ; \
this very hour?” 10w? Why not an end to my WS@—“M:_MMQM”

ANCV >m M lﬂp.w :
Sayin H_:
heart, suddenly | g (s and weeping i 2
if it might ?wuw %%M _Hm voice from Eamsmwnﬂ% rgnu_.Nw wm:w e
ouse?' chanting as

repeatin 2 girl (I do i
g over and over again ‘Pick :Mwwwnoi which), saying and

M, Persius, Satires 5. 66
The ol i
n_..wm.a manuscript reads here «
any event a divine oracle to A, cre “from he |,
Ugustine. The y,; Ouse of Gog’
ant gﬂv. & <
cho P

- 3: 7; cf. John 1: 48).

The child’s voice is in
S. 41: 5.

Ppick Up and Read 153
ot remember having heard of one. |

ood of tears and stood up. I interpreted it solely as a
d to me to open the book and read the first chapter [
For I had heard how Antony happened to be present at

ight find. TOT . d took it as an admonition addressed to

¢l reading, and toox 1 i

the wa_vwﬂ.ro: the words were read: ‘Go, sell all you have, give to the
oy nd you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me’
mmm.ﬁwsn 21).2 By such an inspired utterance he was immediately
_Anonﬁ.w:& to you’ (Ps. 50: 15)- So I hurried back to the place where
Alypius was sitting. There I had put down the book of the apostle
when I got up. 1 seized it, opened it and in silence read the first
passage o which my eyes lit: ‘Not in riots and drunken parties, not
in eroticism and indecencies, not in strife and rivalry, but put on
the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh in its
lusts’ (Rom. 13: 13—14).
I neither wished nor needed to read further. At once, with the
last words of this sentence, it was as if a light of relief from all
anxiety flooded into my heart. All the shadows of doubt were

dispelled.
(30) Then I inserted my finger or some other mark in the book
and closed it. With a face now at peace I told everything to Alypius.
g.::: had been going on in his mind, which I did not know, he
disclosed in this way. He asked to see the text I had been reading. |
showed him, and he noticed a passage following that which 1 had
.§a. H did not know how the text went on; but the continuation was
Won.mzn the person who is weak in faith’ (Rom. 14: 1). Alypius
me_na this to himself, and he made that known to me. He was
given confidence by this admonition. Without any agony of hesitation
he joined me in making a good resolution and affirmation of
”_S:EE. entirely congruent with his moral principles in which he
ad long been greatly superior to me. From there we went in to my
mother, and told her. She was filled with joy. We told her how it
had happened. She exulted, feeling it to be a triumph, and blessed
mos who ‘are powerful to do more than we ask or think’ (Eph. 3: 20)-
he saw that you had granted her far more than she had long been
Praying for in her unhappy and tearful groans.
The effect of your converting me to yoursel

d. Butl could n

5 chant is use

mman

f was that I did not

2 Athanasius, Life of Antony 2.
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Vil xii 30)-IX. i (2)

: d had no ambition for success in this world
M_mua mww_”: mcwwm m“: rule of faith on which many years before us“
had revealed me to her.” You normmm& her grief into joy’ (Ps. 29, 12
far more abundantly than she desired, far %E.Q.. and more chaste
than she expected when she looked for grandchildren begotten (f

my body.

154

B See above, 1. xi (1g—20).
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